
Birmingham City Football Club. October 30
th

 

 

Secondary transfer, there is still an issue about schools not having enough places. 

The people here are well-informed why did some people not know about these 

meetings? 

Concern about those children whose needs are not as obvious as others. How do 

they get the resources they need? 

How do we ensure that all children have their needs met? Sometimes the resources 

go to the most needy leaving those on the fringes not catered for. 

We need one mission statement (BCC) that is understood by all. 

No child’s situation should be left to chance. We need better training to spot SEN as 

early as possible. 

What about initial teacher training? 

Parents should not have to fight for their child’s SEN 

“One point of Call” Each case needs coordinating. But who guides the process? 

Statemented children in mainstream is fine so long as their needs are being properly 

met. 

Does the new City Library have fully accessible toilets? If not, how does this reflect 

the City’s principles? 

It feels like parental consultation is merely lip-service! 

Schools should promote quality partnerships with parents. 

Parents can be made to feel they are all “tarred with the same brush” i.e. 

dysfunctional. 

Use Plain English! 

Schools need to be more open minded to parents who are willing/able to help. 

 

 
 
 
 
 



Queensbury School 
 
Professionals who seem to have power over what happens to your child are not 
willing/ able to share their thinking with parents. E.g. Educational Psychologists. 
 
Chrissy Garrett asked us this but nothing came of it. Parents feel that they have 
heard it all before and that there is little confidence that this time will be any different. 
 
The infrastructure for support into adult life does not exist. 
 
If we could just get one thing right like linking schools (education) with speech and 
language (health) we would have achieved more than any strategy there has been in 
the past. 
 
Transport has its own safeguarding issues. Who screens and monitors the drivers? 
 
How do we get our children noticed for their SEN? 
 
We need to improve the capacity of mainstream schools to recognise and respond to 
the needs of our children. 
 
We need someone who, when they say they are going to do something for your 
child, makes sure that it actually happens! 
 
Initial teacher training must be good enough to be able to recognise SEN. 
 
When assessments are made, support services need to be available. 
 
Proper comparisons should be made with other countries and cultures to see what 
works best. 
 
 

 

 

Fox Hollies School 1st Nov 
 
So called efficient use of resources takes precedence over the parent preference. 
 
To contradict this by the time they have gone through appeals and so forth it would 
have been cheaper to acknowledge parental preference. 
 
To scared of setting precedence.  
 
LA makes us jump through hoops. Some parents have had to run this course several 
times. No one helps them they feel very much on their own. 
 
Children should have the best available by right not pigeon holed into available 
spaces. 
 



Strong preference amongst parents for specialist special schools. 
 
Experiencing changes in staff e.g. connexions, no continuity of staff. 
 
SENCOs can sometimes give a different message to the one given by the Head. 
 
Need to be clear about the definitions.  
 
A child can be fully included in a special school and yet have felt very excluded 
whilst in a mainstream school. Students having to be rejected from two mainstream 
schools before getting a place at a college. 
 
Why can't we take all the money for SEN children in mainstream schools and build 
special schools for our children who need it. 
 
What about a special sixth form college? 
 
They don't need to build new colleges there are many empty buildings around the 
city which could accommodate. 
 
Will special schools become academies? What if they do? Where will that leave us? 
 
Post 16 students seemingly being set up to fail. 
Some have very positive experiences. 
 
It's always the vulnerable that get hit first. 
 
 

Parents written comments 
 

Firstly I am positive about this process and a bit frustrated by parents talking about what failed 15 

years ago. 

I understand the strategy needs to be high level. 

I think the time scales may be unrealistically short, hope I am wrong. 

To evidence the success, what are the measurements? And when/how will they be 

assessed/published? 

Birmingham needs to work more with Staffordshire who it seems to me are further forward in 

prioritising SEN. 

“Shared Moral Comment” Can only happen if funding can be transferred between services or if 

parent controls the budget. 

Is not the right time for a strategy given new legislation or will new strategy integrate with new 

Parent Power? 

 

Too slow presentation. 

Very  wordy. 

No actual successes outlined. 

Too wide scope. 

Too many ideas. 



 

Principles and Values – the points made seem reflective of the client group the strategy is looking to 

help. 

I am all for equality and hope that the strategy will look at the needs of the Birmingham 

Community/People whose children have SEND. 

However, in some way this still feels like “Pie in the Sky”, but I will remain optimistic. 

I am not sure if the Partnership working with other Professionals will improve due to the City Council 

having to save money and are losing staff. 

I am not sure that parents do have a voice, due to not being able to articulate the needs they want 

for their child. 

A question for me is do we have a choice? And can we truly bring about change? 

 

We have been consulted so much over the last 15 years since my child was diagnosed and nothing 

much has changed. 

This time it has to change and parents have to be listened to. 

 

Think you are correctly pinpointing the work that needs to be done, but this is a familiar story and 

we’re a tough crowd. 

For provision of special education the clues in the name, it has to be a special shape, and a flexible 

one at that to accommodate the ever changing needs of the City. 

The knowledge base needs to be strengthened and a sufficient amount of SEN training should be 

built into every teacher training course. 

I’m hopeful for this strategy but as ever it will always be about money. 

Good but need a translator, language barriers. 

 

I hope this happens. 

 

I felt that parents expected a more “questions and answers” session and didn’t really understand the 

core elements that you presented. 

However, a good session overall, thank you. 

 

Good proposals, however, if a child is assessed and awarded funding WHY is this not used to benefit 

that particular child to improve their educational need? 

The City Council has a history of investing in numerous strategies with very little improvements in 

the long run. How is this strategy going to be any different? 

I have heard a lot of proposals before in different areas of the Council, only for half of them to be 

changed/scrapped a year or so down the line. 

Good luck. 

 

Need more help in understanding what my child needs? 

 

I strongly agree with today’s meeting about Draft Strategy. 



I have never had this information.  I had to fight with School and Services to provide support and 

help for all my 3 children. 

All my 3 children have special needs problems and I’m still looking for help in any way possible. 

I believe this is an excellent way of sorting this out. 

 

I am interested in a further breakdown of what happens after school age? And provisions that might 

be available to support my child at that age. 

 

The proof is in the pudding! 

How many of the parents’ views will actually be put into place? 

“LIP SERVICE” 

 

Urgent issues that we have to address now:- 

BESD 

Early Yearly 

16 – 25 year olds 

Resource bases (family and enhanced provision) 

Children out of School 

Funding changes 

What next? 

Consult until late November. 

Cost the strategy for SEN. 

Principles and values. 

Tackling inequality of outcomes through a shared moral. 

Commitment to all children and young people. 

Send in our City. 

Prevention. 

Integration. 

Aspiration. 

Safeguarding. 

Participation. 

Excellence through Partnership. 

Strategy Priorities. 

Key areas that together will improve outcomes for children, young people and families. 

Demography. 

Local offer, use plain English. 

Join commissioning. 

Capital Plan. 

Personalisation. 

Partnership. 

 

 

Very interesting, hopefully everything will go according to plan. 

 



No overall strategy. 

 

I heard this open forum through a letter. 

Venue was excellent though. 

Good to know that there is a plan. 

Service will be easy to access; the question is how and when this will happen and if this is going to be 

a more quicker service like before?   

Too much information makes parents confused, which services are they in/right service?   

We need straight forward answers right after the review. 

 

Very informative and enjoyable information given and reviewed. 

 

I hope it doesn’t take too long and it all comes about. 

 

Very informative.  Good ideas.  Hopefully strategies will be implanted. 

 

Good ideas.  Will it come into practice? Some very interesting points made this evening. 

Still a long way to go before the faith has been restored. 

Thanks to Paul Roberts for being very welcoming and a good spokesman. 

 

I feel that the most important and urgent area for attention is nurturing the principles of 

partnership, communication and other linked values. 

I am a SENCO as well as a mother to a child who is statemented.  When I go to parent forums, there 

is always a great deal of anger in the room towards schools - which I can see from both sides. 

Relationships between parents/schools are underdeveloped and far too much tinged with 

adversarial aspects. 

So, I feel this is a key area for CPD in schools.  There are a lot of complex issues packed inside this. 

 

18 Down Syndrome, Special School, Statemented. 

15 Attachment Disorder, Mainstream, SA+. 

9 Speech, Language Disorder, Learning Difficulties, Resource Base, Statemented. 

0-25 good services are very difficult to assess/find out about. 

Local offer will help that. 

Also that it included SA/SA+. 

Very clearly presented and all questions were addressed patiently! 

Coherent Plan – all issues addressed, well done! 

Obviously a lot of hard work. 

Only issue – Government Funding? 

 

Need to take on board significant increase in volunteer based help within schools in order to 

increase level of provision in both Mainstream and Special Schools. 

Traditionally parents go into Primary Schools to listen to children read.  This needs to be broadened 

to helping with writing, IT, PE Skills, Maths. Etc. 



 

Things Needed 

Expertise needs to be put into Mainstream. 

Changes to post 16 Provision because of raising of School Leaving Age/Special College? 

Communication to Parents. 

Advocacy – Independent. 

 

I would like different departments to talk to each other and put provisions in place and not to be 

told all the time that it is the other department’s responsibility. 

Would like Specialist Colleges across Birmingham. 

 

A lot of information.  Really need more time for further research. 

Many areas of contention. 

A lot more expertise and resources need to be put into Special Needs Education and for children 

with educational difficulties in Mainstream. 

It’s all about the REAL political will! 

 

Birmingham needs more specialised Colleges and SEND training for all Mainstream Schools. 

 

Cannot comment until I’ve read it in full on the website as information given tonight is not detailed 

enough. 

I still think building another “Special College” in addition to QAC is a good idea. 

If we are looking at the needs of 16-25 year olds with SEND – there is NOT enough provision and 

Mainstream Colleges can only support those with mild/moderate SEND. 

 

 


